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Beneficiary Designation Bequests Immaculate Conception
Legacy Society

NEW YEAR, NEW LEGACY
Start the year with a plan for the future.

A new year invites reflection — on where we’ve been, where God is calling us
next, and how we can best care for those we love. For many, January is a
natural time to review goals, revisit plans, and consider the legacy we hope to
leave behind.

Planned giving is one meaningful way to begin the year with intention. It allows
you to provide for family and loved ones while also supporting the Church and
ministries that have shaped your faith.
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WHAT IS PLANNED GIVING? 

Planned giving simply means including a charitable gift as part of your overall
estate or financial plans. It can be:

As simple as remembering a parish or Catholic ministry in your will

Naming a Catholic organization as a charitable beneficiary on a retirement
account or life insurance policy

Or creating a lasting legacy gift plan that reflects your faith, values, and
gratitude

There’s no minimum gift — and no obligation to make changes until you’re
ready.

A SIMPLE FIRST STEP 

If you haven’t reviewed your estate plans recently, the new year is a perfect
time to begin. We offer a free, secure online will tool that allows you to:

Create or update a simple will at no cost

Work on your own timeline

Use it as a first step, even if you later work with an attorney

Many people find this tool helpful just to get organized and start thinking
intentionally about the future.

If you are looking for a Catholic estate attorney or financial advisor, be sure to
review our Catholic Professional Advisor list below.
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ALREADY INCLUDED A GIFT? 

If you’ve already included a gift in your estate plans for your parish, a Catholic
school, or another Catholic ministry in the Diocese of Lansing, we would love to
welcome you into our Immaculate Conception Legacy Society.

Membership is simply our way of:

Honoring your generosity

Ensuring your intentions are understood

Offering ongoing prayers of gratitude for you and your loved ones, as well
as invitations to special events

WE'RE HERE TO HELP 

Making a plan for the future is personal, and every situation is unique. If you
have questions, want to talk through options, or would simply like to learn
more, I’m always happy to help — with no pressure and complete
confidentiality.

As you begin this new year, may it be one filled with peace, purpose, and the
quiet confidence that comes from planning well.

Wishing you a blessed year,

Lisa M. Brown
Charitable Giving Advisor
Office: 517-253-8738
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Email:  lbrown@catholicfoundationoflansing.org

 

SAVVY LIVING

What You Should Know About Prepaid Funeral Plans
I am considering planning my funeral in advance so
my children will not have to later. Is it wise to prepay
for a funeral that may not be needed for a while?

WASHINGTON NEWS

Free File Open For Tax Returns
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) announced that
the IRS Free File program is now open. Tax returns
filed with the IRS Free File Program will be received
and held until the filing season is open later in
January.

FINANCES
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Delta Air Lines Reports Earnings

Treasury Yields Fluctuate

Mortgage Rates Decline

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

CELEBRATING A LEGACY OF FAITH AND GENEROSITY
Immaculate Conception Legacy Society Annual Mass & Luncheon

On December 8, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, members and
friends of the Immaculate Conception Legacy Society gathered for our annual
Mass and luncheon with Bishop Earl Boyea.
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This special day is always a highlight of the year — an opportunity to pause in
gratitude, gather in prayer, and celebrate the faithful stewardship of those who
have chosen to support the Church through their estate plans. The Mass was a
beautiful reminder that legacy giving is ultimately an expression of faith, rooted
in trust and love for generations to come.

Following Mass, guests enjoyed a joyful luncheon filled with fellowship,
reflection, and heartfelt appreciation. Bishop Boyea offered words of thanks
and encouragement, recognizing the profound and lasting impact that Legacy
Society members have on parishes, Catholic schools, seminarians, and ministries
throughout the Diocese of Lansing.

Whether gifts will be realized far in the future or have already begun supporting
ministry today, each legacy represents a powerful act of faith — one that
continues the mission of the Church well beyond our own lifetime.

We are deeply grateful to all who joined us, and we fondly missed those who
were unable to attend. To relive the day, we invite you to enjoy a photo
slideshow from the Mass and luncheon, available on YouTube:

View Slideshow: Click Here

Please know that all members of the Immaculate Conception Legacy Society —
living and deceased — are remembered regularly in prayer, with thanksgiving for
their generosity and the intentions they hold close to their hearts.

As we begin a new year, may this celebration inspire us all to continue building
a legacy of faith, hope, and love.

_____________________________________________________________________

PROFESSIONAL ADVISOR GROUP
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The Catholic Foundation of the Diocese of Lansing is blessed to partner with a
growing group of trusted professional advisors--estate planning attorneys,
financial advisors, CPAs, and other experts--who share our commitment to
faithful stewardship and legacy giving.  These dedicated professionals serve as
members of our Professional Advisor Group (PAG), offering their expertise to
support Catholic individuals and families as they plan their charitable and
financial legacies.  In addition to serving as ambassadors for our mission,
members may be invited to participate in educational events, collaborate on
outreach efforts, and provide guidance for donors seeking to align their estate
plans with their Catholic values.  Together, we are building a culture of
generosity that will sustain our parishes, schools, and ministries for generations
to come.

ADVISOR LIST

Ryan Carter, Wealth Advisor
3590 Okemos Road
Okemos, MI  48864
Ph: (517) 333-3576
Email: carterr@stifel.com

 

Timothy Ehlert, Attorney
2127 Spring Arbor Road
Jackson, MI 49203
Ph: (517) 787-7600
Email: ehlert@mielderlaw.com
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Eric Gasper, Financial Advisor
6122 W. Pierson Rd, Suite 7
Flushing, MI  48433
Ph: (810) 772-1897
Email: eric.gasper@edwardjones.com

 

Brennan Hayden, K of C Financial Advisor
333 Albert St. Ste 618
East Lansing, MI  48823
Ph: (517) 505-7300
Email: brennan.hayden@kofc.org

 

Dan Hilker, Attorney
219 E Grand River Ave
Williamston, MI
Ph: (517) 583-2207
Email: dhilker@mavacy.com

 

Mia Lawson, Attorney
1056 Charles H. Orndorf Dr.
Suite D
Brighton, MI
Ph: (734) 455-2255
Email: mlawson@lawsonandlawsonplc.com

 

2/16/26, 3:22 PM eNewsletter

https://www.cresmanager.com/ListManager/EmailSample.jsp?SLID=46 8/12



Adam Legg, Wealth Planner
2150 Butterfield Dr., Suite 220
Troy, MI  48084
Ph: 248-458-1100, ext. 108
Email: adamlegg@istoadvisors.com

 

Katie Lynwood, Attorney
271 Woodland Pass #115
East Lansing, MI  48823
Ph: 517-853-6900
Email:  klynwood@bllhlaw.com

 

John McCloskey, Jr., Wealth Advisor
3590 Okemos Road
Okemos, MI  48864
Ph: (517) 333-3576
Email: mccloskeyj@stifel.com

 

Kyler McGillicuddy, Attorney
2742 Southwood Dr
East Lansing, MI 48823
Ph: (517) 303-0951
Email: kyler.mcgillicuddy@gmail.com
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Sarah Meinhart, Attorney
Domino's Farms, Lobby D
24 Frank Lloyd Wright Drive, Suite D2000
Ann Arbor, MI  48105
Ph: 734-665-4441
Email: smeinhart@psedlaw.com

 

Rick Mills, Attorney
213 South Ashley St Ste 400
Ann Arbor, MI
404 South Jackson St
Jackson, MI
Ph:  (734) 913-5586
Email: rmills@shrr.com

 

Dennis Mitzel, Attorney
1590 Eisenhower Pl.
Ann Arbor, MI
Ph:  (734) 668-4100
Email: dmitzel@mitzellaw.com

 

Scott Morrison, Financial Advisor
1504 E. Grand River Ave, Suite 201, East Lansing, MI 48823
Ph:  (888)211-7307  Ph: (517)333-7967
Email: scmo23@me.com
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Dan Reese, Financial Advisor
2727 Spring Arbor Rd
Jackson, MI  
Ph:  (517) 783-1695
Email:  dreese@averywealth.com
 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■

FREE ESTATE PLANNING GUIDE
It's never too late to plan for the people and causes you care
about. Our easy-to-use estate planning guide can help you
gather the information you need before meeting with your
attorney.

Download Guide

■ ■ ■ ■ ■

PLANNED GIVING CALCULATORS
Use our online calculator to view the tax and income benefits of
making a gift to support our cause. This can help you determine
the best plan to meet your needs and goals.

View Calculators

The Catholic Foundation, 101 S. Washington Sq., Lansing, MI 48933
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